7-Day Devotional — “Mending the Nets”

From the Desk of Pastor Alvin D. Thompson
New Trinity Missionary Baptist Church

PASTORAL INTRODUCTION

By Rev. Alvin D. Thompson, Pastor, New Trinity Missionary Baptist Church
Beloved New Trinity family,

As we stand on the threshold of completion—our new sanctuary nearly ready, our hands weary
yet hopeful—I want us to pause and reflect on what this season truly means. Building God’s
house has not been a straight road. We’ve encountered delays, disappointments, and detours.
We’ve watched deadlines move, budgets tighten, and hearts grow tired. Yet through it all, one
truth remains: God has been faithful, and He has been forming us even more than He’s been
building this facility.

When the Lord gave me the theme “Mending the Nets, ” it resonated deeply with where we are as
a church family. The text in Luke 5 doesn’t open with full nets—it opens with frustrated
fishermen washing their nets after a long, unproductive night. They were ready to quit. But while
they were washing their nets, Jesus was walking up.

That’s where many of us have been—faithful, yet frustrated; tired, yet trusting. God has used this
building process to mend our hearts, renew our focus, and strengthen our faith. Every nail
hammered, every wall raised, every inspection passed—has not just built a structure, but a
stronger people.

This 7-day devotional is designed to help us reflect, realign, and refocus as we prepare to cross
the finish line. It’s not just about what God is building around us, but what He’s building in us.

We are not just constructing a sanctuary; we are becoming one.
We are not just raising walls; we are deepening worship.
We are not just completing a project; we are preparing for purpose.

So, I invite you to walk with me through this devotional journey. Let’s sit with Peter and the
disciples on the shores of Gennesaret. Let’s learn what it means to fix what’s frayed, to let Jesus
in again, to launch deeper in faith, to strengthen our nets, and to share the blessings that
overflow.

May these next seven days remind us that even when we’ve toiled all night and caught nothing—
the same Jesus who filled Peter’s nets is still mending ours.



With love, gratitude, and great expectation,

Pastor Alvin D. Thompson
New Trinity Missionary Baptist Church
Clayton, North Carolina

DAY 1 - FAITH IN THE FRUSTRATION
Scripture: Luke 5:1-2

“And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the word of God, he stood by
the lake of Gennesaret, and saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out
of them, and were washing their nets.”

Every miracle starts with a moment that doesn’t make sense. Peter’s story begins, not with
celebration, but with exhaustion. He’s been faithful, skillful, consistent—and still came up
empty. That’s what makes this passage so powerful. It speaks to those who have worked, waited,
and wondered, “Lord, where are You in this?”

Peter’s empty nets represent our seasons of testing—when our faith is stretched, our patience
worn, and our hope tested. Many of us at New Trinity have felt that same tension during this
long building journey. We’ve done the work, prayed the prayers, and yet faced obstacles beyond
our control. But even in the emptiness, Jesus saw the boats.

He saw Peter, not as a failure, but as a vessel waiting to be filled.
He sees you the same way—tired, maybe, but still available.

When Jesus steps onto the scene, it reminds us that frustration does not mean forsaken. He walks
toward the very place where we’ve given up and turns our washing into worship.

Reflection:
Don’t interpret delay as denial. The same Jesus who saw empty boats sees your effort and your
endurance.

Prayer:

Lord, thank You for seeing me in my weary places. When I've done all I can and still come up
empty, remind me that You are walking toward my situation. Turn my frustration into faith and
my emptiness into expectation.

DAY 2 - FIX WHAT’S FRAYED



Scripture: Mark 1:19

“And when he had gone a little farther thence, he saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his
brother, who also were in the ship mending their nets.”

Before Peter could fish again, he had to fix what was frayed. The nets were his tools, and a torn
tool couldn’t hold a full catch. In the same way, before God releases new blessings, He often
calls us to repair what’s been strained—our relationships, our commitment, our focus, even our
faith.

“Mending the nets” is not glamorous work; it’s tedious, quiet, and humble. But it’s in that
process that God restores us. Sometimes He pauses our progress to repair our perspective.

In our church journey, God has been mending us—healing disappointments, rebuilding unity,
restoring passion. The delays weren’t punishment; they were preparation. He was ensuring our
spiritual net was strong enough to carry the weight of what’s coming.

You can’t pour fresh oil into a cracked vessel. You can’t hold harvest with a torn heart. Fix
what’s frayed before you fish again.

Reflection:
Ask yourself: What needs mending before I move forward? My prayer life? My patience? My
forgiveness? My follow-through?

Prayer:

Father, I lay my torn places before You. Heal what’s broken, restore what’s weak, and renew my
heart for the work ahead. Before I cast again, cleanse and strengthen my net.

DAY 3 - LET HIM IN

Scripture: Luke 5:3

“And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon’s, and prayed him that he would thrust
out a little from the land.”

The miracle began not when Peter dropped his net—but when he let Jesus into his boat. His boat
represented his identity, his livelihood, his comfort zone. He had just finished cleaning it after
failure. The last thing he wanted was to start again.

But when Jesus asks to use your boat, it’s never for your loss—it’s for your launch.
Jesus didn’t avoid Peter’s place of disappointment—He occupied it. The very thing Peter saw as

unproductive, Jesus turned into a platform for preaching. The same boat that once held
frustration now held the Word of life.



For New Trinity, our “boat” is this ministry. We’ve seen ups and downs, slow progress, even
setbacks—but every time we’ve said, “Lord, it’s Yours,” He’s used it for His glory.

Let Him in again—into your plans, your pain, your process. He can use what failed yesterday to
feed someone tomorrow.

Reflection:
God wants to stand in the middle of what you thought was useless and turn it into His pulpit.

Prayer:
Lord, step into my boat. Use what I've been frustrated by as the stage for Your glory. I surrender
the places of my disappointment and invite You to take command.

DAY 4 - LAUNCH INTO THE DEEP
Scripture: Luke 5:4-5

“Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down
your nets for a draught... And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the
night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at Thy word I will let down the net.”

Jesus told Peter to do something that went against logic. Fish were caught at night, near the
shallow waters—not in daylight, and not in the deep. Yet Peter obeyed.

True faith often begins where logic ends. When Jesus says “launch out,” He’s calling you to trust
His word above your wisdom.

The deep is symbolic—it’s where control ends and trust begins. It’s where faith stretches, and
fear must stay on shore. For our church, launching into the deep has meant trusting God when
finances were tight, when timelines changed, when uncertainty rose. But every time we said,
“Nevertheless, at Thy word,” we saw God’s hand.

If you never launch deeper, you’ll never discover what’s waiting beneath the surface.

Reflection:
Faith doesn’t remove the deep—it reveals who commands it.

Prayer:
Lord, take me deeper than comfort will allow. When I want to quit, give me a nevertheless spirit.
1 trust Your Word even when my understanding fails.



DAY 5 - THE BLESSING AND THE BURDEN

Scripture: Luke 5:6
“And when they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake.”

The miracle came, but so did the strain. The nets began to break—not because the blessing was
bad, but because the structure was unprepared.

Every miracle carries weight. Increase demands infrastructure. God blesses, but He also expects
stewardship.

Sometimes He delays the blessing until our hearts, systems, and habits can sustain it. In this
building journey, we’ve seen that the blessing of completion also brings the burden of
responsibility—more ministry, more members, more maintenance. The same favor that fills the
nets will test the fiber of your faith.

Don’t fear the stretch—it’s proof that the catch is real.

Reflection:
Ask God not just for more fish—but for stronger nets.

Prayer:

Father, strengthen my structure. Teach me to handle the weight of Your blessing with wisdom,
humility, and faithfulness. Let increase not break me, but build me.

DAY 6 — PARTNERSHIP IN THE CATCH

Scripture: Luke 5:7

“And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and
help them.”

When the nets overflowed, Peter called for help. He realized that the blessing was too big for one
boat.

That’s how God moves—He blesses in such a way that it forces connection. Real miracles are
never meant to isolate; they’re meant to integrate.

In our church, every ministry, every member, every hand has been part of this process. The
completion of this building is a testimony of collective obedience and shared faith. No one
person caught this alone—we did it together.



When the blessing comes, don’t hoard it—share it. The greatest miracles are the ones we
experience as a family.

Reflection:
When God fills your net, call somebody. Your overflow is someone else’s answer.

Prayer:
Lord, thank You for the power of partnership. Help me to share what You 've given me, to
strengthen others, and to build unity in Your body. Let our collective obedience glorify You.

DAY 7-THE MENDER OF HEARTS

Scripture: Isaiah 53:5

“But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement
of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”

Before Peter ever mended his nets, Heaven had already planned to mend humanity. Sin had torn
the fabric of creation, and Jesus came to stitch it back together.

At Calvary, He took nails in His hands and a crown on His head. Each drop of blood became
holy thread weaving us back to God. When He cried, “/t is finished,” the veil tore from top to
bottom because God Himself was doing the mending.

Now, every torn place in your life—spiritual, emotional, or relational—can be repaired by the
hands of the Master. The same Savior who filled Peter’s boat still fills empty hearts today.

As we prepare to walk into our new sanctuary, may we do so with healed hearts, renewed minds,
and strengthened faith—knowing that the greatest thing God has built is not this building, but
us.

Reflection:
Jesus mended what sin tore. Let Him mend what weariness has weakened in you.

Prayer:

Lord, thank You for mending my life through the cross. Heal our church, heal our hearts, and let
this new house become a beacon of Your restoration power. You are still mending the nets.

FINAL BENEDICTION

Beloved, our building journey has been long, but fruitful. We’ve learned that God’s process is
not just about progress—it’s about preparation.



He’s been teaching us to fix what’s frayed, to let Him in, to launch deeper, to strengthen our nets,
to share our blessings, and to trust the Mender of our souls.

As we prepare to enter our new sanctuary, let us do so with clean nets, full faith, and humble
hearts—knowing that the same God who brought us through will now bless us beyond measure.

He’s still mending the nets.

— Pastor Alvin D. Thompson
New Trinity Missionary Baptist Church

Would you like me to now create this as a professionally formatted devotional booklet (6x9 or
5.5x8.5) with:

e A cover page titled “Mending the Nets: A 7-Day Devotional for the New Trinity Family”
e Your photo and pastoral signature
e Reflection lines under each day

for printing and distribution to the congregation during the dedication service?



